[Influence of social perceptions and practices on the use of bednets in the malaria control programme in Ivory Coast (West Africa)].
The National Malaria Programme in Ivory Coast has encountered difficulty in winning public acceptance of insecticide-treated bednets. We speculate that resistance to the use of bednets could be rooted in social perceptions, beliefs and practices in the communities. The purpose of this study was to identify sociocultural and environmental factors that could be used to support promotion strategies and acceptance of impregnated bednets in Ivory Coast. Survey findings confirmed that bednets were not in widespread use among the population (25%). The most widely used methods were burning mosquito coils (50%) and indoor spraying (31%). Use of impregnated bednets was low (6%). Most survey respondents (73%) indicated initial appreciation for the effectiveness of bednets in protecting against mosquitoes as a nuisance. However only 9% of respondents thought that impregnated bednets provided protection against malaria although they did not necessarily use them. Design was a determinant factor for the use, and even acceptance, of bednets. The population want rectangular, permanently impregnated bednets large enough to accommodate at least 2 persons. Cost was a major obstacle to wider use by the population. According to our data the best price for the population would be between 2000 and 2500 FCFA as compared to the current price of 3500 FCFA in Ivory Coast.